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1- WTO Tidbits 

Selected from the results of Doha: after a marathon debate, a new round of trade negotiations is 
to be launched; the Ministerial Declaration makes some concessions on access to generic 
medicines under the TRIPs; the environment receives ambivalent attention; the EU “accepts the 
unacceptable" on export subsidies for agriculture; LDCs get short shrift on industrial tariffs. 

2- Services Industry Groups Express Satisfaction With Doha Declaration 

Representatives from services industry associations have expressed satisfaction with the results of 
the World Trade Organization's Nov. 9-14 ministerial conference in Doha, Qatar, despite language 
in the final ministerial declaration, which would delay any real bargaining in the ongoing services 
negotiations until early 2003. 

3- In Low Turnout, Hoffa Reelected Teamster President 

James Hoffa has been overwhelmingly reelected president of the Teamsters. With well over half 
the votes counted as Labor Notes went to press, Hoffa was taking nearly two-thirds. 

4- Land, work and democracy 

We believe that after the huge mobilization of Rome on November 8/10, with the anti-liberalism 
forum, and the massive protest "against economic, social and military war", the Italian movement 
has shown maturity in its proposals and a capacity to bring forward a larger consensus, of great 
potential importance: Bruxelles could become the next step on a path which, due to the 
importance of its contents, and the multiplicity of its actors, should find in Europe a space where 
to bring the mobilization against war and where to make transformations 

5- Request for Support 

The National Front Against Poverty, which is made up of many of the country's social 
organisations with the active participation of ATTAC-Argentina, has started a movement aiming 
for a Popular Consultation on Employment and Training Insurance to take place on 13,14 and 15 
December next. So we are asking all our readers to display solidarity and support for this initiative 
by sending the text included below to argentina@attac.org We shall be very grateful for this 
collaboration which will be very valuable to us. 

6- Alert 

The Tanzanian police on Saturday arrested two men and issued a warrant for the arrest of the 
third who have been pressing for an international investigation of allegations of forcible evictions 
and killings at Bulyanhulu in Tanzania in August of 1996. This alert calls for protests to the World 
Bank and the Tanzanian government. 

7- Meeting ATTAC worldwide 


WTO Tidbits After a 20-hour marathon extension of the 
planned timetable, the 142 members adopted the 
By the Attac group on international treaties, Ministerial Declaration of November 14th, which 
Marseilles launched a new round of trade negotiations - the 
9th - due to terminate in 2005. This document 
1) Doha: the final marathon widens the field and examines the subjects being 


discussed between member countries. 
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It signifies that "the conduct, the conclusion and 
the coming into force of the results of negotiations 
will be treated as a whole". Only the negotiations 
on "improvement and clarifications’ of the Dispute 
Settlement Code will take place outside this 
unitary undertaking. 


This Declaration gives members a brief to start 
negotiations on a variety of subjects - not only on 
traditional subjects like agriculture, but also on 
the environment, customs duties on industrial 
products, anti-dumping measures, fishery 
subsidies, regional trade agreements and the 
settlement of disputes. It also provides for future 
negotiations on what are called the "Singapore 
subjects" (investments, competition, public 
market transparency), although these are strongly 
opposed by a large number of developing 
countries. 


The Declaration contains various references 
involving development, amongst which a work 
programme for a wider integration of small 
economies, without creating an underclass of 
members; a framework for the WTO's technical 
assistance activities, and a work programme for 
the Least Developed Countries, defined by the 
LDC Sub-Committee. 


There is agreement about setting up 2 work 
groups, on Debt & Finance, and on Transfer of 
Technology, which various developing countries 
had insistently demanded. These two groups are 
to present the results of their work at the next 
Ministerial Conference in 2003. 


The Declaration commits states to the aim (but 
only the aim) of granting duty- and quota-free 
access to their markets for products from 
developing countries. 


Concerning the Special and Differential Treatment 
(SDT), paragraph 44 of the Declaration "takes 
note" of the developing countries’ proposals for 
the negotiation of a Framework Agreement. But 
no particular steps are taken in this direction. On 
the contrary, there is agreement to have all the 
SDT clauses "revised to make them more precise, 
effective and operational." 


2) The TRIPS and public health 


Will the Declaration give better access to 
medicines? That will depend on how the 
developing countries make use of the pliancy of 
implementation written into the Trips agreement. 
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However, the declaration on the Trips and public 
health was welcomed by civil society. 


An Oxfam representative spoke of a "significant 
and welcome change, allowing a re-interpretation 
of the Trips agreement. The joint efforts of 
developing countries and NGOs seem to have paid 
off, in so far as the WTO has adopted the 
Declaration which stipulates that "the Trips 
agreement should not prevent member states 
from taking the measures [they judge necessary] 
to protect public health, particularly where access 
to medicines is concerned." 


Some of those present pointed out the importance 
of the NGO commitment in this field, this having 
enabled the “undoing of the combined power of 
the multinational firms in the pharmaceutical 
industry and their government allies inGermany, 
the United Kingdom, Switzerland, Australia, 
Canada and the USA." Others stressed the 
predominant role played by the developing 
countries "the NGOs should salute the 
unshakeable stand of the developing countries on 
this point", because the NGO "role was secondary, 
and they contributed especially by bolstering the 
determination of the developing countries not to 
give way to political pressures." 


According to Médecins Sans Frontiéres and others, 
the consensus which came about should force 
countries to think twice about attacking the public 
health policies of the poor countries before the 
DSB. 


Some NGOs’ voiced reserves about’ the 
Declaration. Many among them were disappointed 
that the WTO missed the opportunity to resolve 
the question of countries importing generic 
medicines when they themselves had not the 
capacity to produce them. This question, 
according to paragraph 6 of the Declaration, 
belonged to the Trips Council, which has been 
instructed to make a report to the General Council 
by the end of 2002. Others feel that the final 
clauses, even if they do take up the developing 
countries' demands made in pre-Doha discussions, 
constitute a watered-down verson of the initial 
requirements, while others again criticized the 
lack of legally constraining commitments in the 
Declaration. 


3) Environment 


For the first time, members agreed on the 
immediate launch of negotiations on _ three 
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environmental subjects the relation between 
WTO rulings and specific trade obligations 
contained in the MAEs (Multilateral Agreements on 
the = Environment). However, NGOs like 
Greenpeace fear that where it is affirmed that 
negotiations "should not harm the rights of any 
WTO member which is not a party to the MAE in 
question", this could prove a powerful means of 
discouraging states from signing MAEs. 


Another paragraph renders useless the MAE-WTO 
clause hoped for by the EU, by affirming that 
negotiations would "neither amplify nor diminish 
the rights and obligatons of states under existing 
WTO agreements". It is therefore possible that the 
result of the negotiations will bring no real 
changes to existing rulings on these points, but 
merely some clarifications and footnotes. 


During the coming negotiations, the Trade & 
Environment Committee (TEC) and the Trade and 
Development Committee, are empowered to serve 
as forums for defining and debating environmental 
and development aspects, so as to "help find 
suitable ways to attain the objectives of 
sustainable development." This clause could lead 
to the TEC gaining in importance, environmental 
discussions having been limited to mere analysis 
since the creation of the WTO in 1995. 


An agreement has also been obtained to open 
negotiations on the improvement and clarification 
of WTO rulings on fishery subsidies (§ 28), due 
particularly to pressure from the _ Philippines, 
Iceland, and the US at the TEC, as well as 
environmental organisations which have often 
stressed that these subsidies were one of the main 
causes of over- fishing. 


4) Agriculture 


At the end of an interminable final night, the EU 
accepted the unacceptable. Thus the "reduction of 
all forms of export subsidy with the perspective of 
their total abolition" is written into the negotiating 
brief. The other important points are 

substantially improved market access and reduced 
domestic support, considered as perverting trade. 


The creation of a "development box" for 
developing countries remains a possibility in the 
course of coming trade discussions, the 
Declaration indicating its agreement to take into 
account the needs of developing countries, 
"including their food safety." The modalities for 
special and differential treatment will be drawn up 
by 31/3/2003, the expiry date of the "peace 
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clause", which protects agricultural subsidies from 
attack at the DSB. 


5) Industrial tariffs 


Most of the LDCs and African countries found this 
a bitter pill. Their pre-Doha declarations and their 
many speeches during the conference showed 
clearly that they were not prepared to push 
commodity trade liberalization any further until 
surveys had been made of the results of these 
measures on their economies. This concern of 
theirs does not figure, either in the final document 
or in the Declaration, which only provides for 
“appropriate studies" to help LDCs to take 
effective part in the negotiations. 


The only advantage for the developing countries is 
the promise that these negotiations would aim to 
reduce or eliminate, "according to the case", not 
only tariffs but "tariff crests" and _ non-tariff 
obstacles, "particularly with regard to export 
products of interest to developing countries." 





omc. marseille@attac. org 


Services Industry Groups Express 
Satisfaction With Doha Declaration 


By Daniel Pruzin 


Representatives from services industry 
associations have expressed satisfaction with the 
results of the World Trade Organization's Nov. 9- 
14 ministerial conference in Doha, Qatar, despite 
language in the final ministerial declaration, which 
would delay any real bargaining in the ongoing 
services negotiations until early 2003. 


The WTO launched its mandated negotiations on 
agriculture and services in early 2000, with 
preparatory work on services proceeding smoothly 
in Geneva. But the talks have remained in low 
gear pending the launch of a broader new trade 
round, where the addition of new negotiating 
issues is expected to give WTO members more 
leeway to bargain for concessions across different 
sectors. 


Trade ministers succeeded in launching the round 
at the Doha ministerial, adding new issues such as 
industrial tariffs, antidumping/countervailing rules 
and the environment to the negotiating agenda 
along with the possibility of adding talks on new 
issues such as investment and competition policy 
in two years time. 
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On services, ministers acknowledged the work 
already undertaken in the negotiations as well as 
the large number of proposals submitted by WTO 
members on a wide range of issues. They also 
reaffirmed the guidelines and procedures adopted 
by the WTO's Services Council in March 2001 for 
continuing the negotiations. 


The ministers added that countries participating in 
the negotiations should submit initial requests 
June 30, 2002, for services market access 
commitments they would like to see other WTO 
members make. This would be followed by the 
submission of initial market access offers by the 
participants no later than March 31, 2003, at 
which time the intensive stage of bargaining would 
begin. 


Benchmarks, Deadlines Seen as Key 


J. Robert Vastine, president of the U.S. Coalition 
of Services Industries, said his group was satisfied 
with the outcome from Doha. "The major thing for 
us is that we obtained benchmarks and deadlines 
with respect to the submission of offers," Vastine 
told BNA Nov. 19. 


Vastine said the delay in getting to the bargaining 
phase of the negotiations was not necessarily a 
negative thing. "This will take lots of educating, 
both by industry and governments, on issues like 
transparency and domestic regulation," he noted. 
"A lot of people just don't understand these 
issues. We will need all that time to educate folks, 
which might end up in the submission of a higher 
level of offers." 


"What's the rush?" Vastine added, noting that the 
Doha round is not targeted for completion until 
Jan. 1, 2005, at the earliest. 


The round is being conducted as a single 
undertaking, meaning that even if a deal on 
services were clinched early on, a final deal would 
be contingent on completion of negotiations on all 
other issues. 


The Doha declaration, however, does provide that 
early agreements may be implemented on a 
provisional or definitive basis pending the 
conclusion of the round. 


The Comite Europeen des Assurances, a 
federation representing national insurance 
company associations from 29 European 
countries, also welcomed Nov. 19 the outcome 
from Doha. 
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"What is new and important for insurance is that 
the effective negotiations on services will really 
begin, after a period of quasi-stagnation over the 
last two years," CEA said. 


Christopher Roberts of the European Services 
Forum, which includes representatives from more 
than 30 European services sectors, said his 
industry association was "generally happy with the 
outcome in Doha. We knew that, if the WTO 
negotiations on services are in due course to 
achieve substantial results, we had to have a 
round." 


"Ideally we would have preferred an earlier start 
to the request/ offer process on services," Roberts 
admitted, "but it is more important to have a 
precise timetable. The services section of the 
ministerial declaration was not a matter of 
controversy at Doha. So we look forward to 
engaging, from next year, in a serious and 
detailed negotiation." 


Moore Optimistic 


WTO Director-General Mike Moore said Nov. 19 
that the delay in entering the request-offer phase 
of the services negotiations was aimed at ensuring 
some symmetry between services and other 
sectors. "We don't want any one area to get too 
far ahead," Moore said. 


Countries with an interest in farm trade such as 
the 18-member Cairns Group have insisted that 
the mandated talks on agriculture and services 
should proceed simultaneously in order to ensure 
progress in the former, which is far more 
politically- charged. 


The Doha declaration requires WTO members to 
submit comprehensive draft schedules for market 
access on agriculture by the time of the WTO's 
fifth ministerial due in late 2003. 


Daniel Pruzin. The Bureau of National Affairs, Inc., 
Washington D.C. 


In Low Turnout, Hoffa Reelected 
Teamster President 


Next Year’s UPS Contract Will Be Big Test 
by Tedfilo Reyes 


James Hoffa has been overwhelmingly reelected 
president of the Teamsters. With well over half the 
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votes counted as Labor Notes went to press, Hoffa 
was taking nearly two-thirds. 


Member turnout was down from the previous 
election. Only 22 percent of the members had 
returned their ballots. The Hoffa campaign 
attributed the low turnout to voter fatigue, citing 
three IBT presidential elections in five years, plus 
delegate and local union elections. It also cited the 
anthrax scare as discouraging people from 
opening letters postmarked Washington. 


The Rank and File Power reform slate, led by Tom 
Leedham, was getting about 34 percent of the 
vote, down from the 39 Leedham received in a 
three-way race in 1998. According to Teamsters 
for a Democratic Union, the vote reflects the three 
million dollar campaign war chest that Hoffa 
accumulated, the support he received from 95 
percent of Teamster local officials who wanted to 
be in the good graces of the International, and 
hardly any bargaining history to defend. 


In the two years Hoffa has been in office, he has 
overseen contract negotiations for carhaulers, 
lowa Beef, Northwest Airlines, and Budweiser. In 
all of these jurisdictions, Hoffa was convincingly 
defeated. But these contracts represent less than 
four percent of the Teamster membership. The 
vast majority of Teamsters have not experienced 
a Hoffa-negotiated contract, so his name 
recognition, national visibility, and glossy 
campaign materials allowed him to carry the day. 
Workers at Anheuser Busch voted heavily for 
Hoffa in 1998, but this year 68 percent backed 
Leedham—a commentary on what TDU calls “the 
worst contract in the history of the brewery 
industry.” The Leedham slate easily carried lowa 
Beef, carhaul, and Northwest Airlines locals, 
despite low voter turnout. Several flight 
attendants at Northwest have said they would 
rather decertify and reaffiliate with the Association 
of Flight Attendants than work another five years 
under Hoffa. 


“To Hoffa, democracy was a slogan,” said Matt 
Ginsburg, Leedham’s campaign coordinator. 
“Without having a rank and file campaign, there 
would be almost no issues on the table. His 
campaign has been: ‘I’m Hoffa, vote for me.’ We 
raised many important issues that have defined 
the campaign—negotiating strong contracts, the 
need to organize especially in freight, and a 
proactive stance to rooting out corruption in the 
union.” 
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Hoffa’s number one campaign issue was unifying 
the union, said Hoffa spokesperson Richard 
Leebove. “The union has been through civil war— 
brother against brother, sister against sister. We 
worked tirelessly to unify the union,” he said. “We 
want a unified and progressive union and don’t 
want to see any more of the negativity that the 
Leedham campaign promoted.” 


MOVE TO THE RIGHT 


Hoffa’s reelection has broad implications in a 
number of areas. It could mean a shift to the right 
at the AFL-CIO. It was the Teamsters that pushed 
the AFL to back President Bush’s plan to drill for 
oil in the Alaska National Wildlife Refuge. 


The IBT will be tempted to endorse Bush for 
reelection in exchange for an end to federal 
oversight of the union, although the Teamsters’ 
success at limiting Mexican trucking in the U.S. 
will cause friction with the Administration’s free 
trade agenda. 


An end to federal oversight will mean stronger 
attacks on reformers in the Teamsters, since the 
international will get to run its own elections and 
members will have to appeal to the General 
Executive Board if faced with corruption in their 
locals. It also means multiple salaries will continue 
to grow. There are now 199 Teamster officials who 
earn over $100,000. During Hoffa’s tenure, this 
elite club has increased its take from the union by 
over $11 million dollars, while the organizing 
budget has been cut by 63 percent. Hoffa’s 
reelection means the Teamsters will continue to 
lose members. 


Ginsburg says that RISE, the internal review body 
created by Hoffa, has spent millions of dollars but 
has not held a single hearing. “If they were 
serious about ending corruption to replace [the 
government], they would have done it by now and 
they haven’t.” 


UPS BARGAINING 


The UPS contract, which comes up for 
renegotiation next year, will be Hoffa’s first large- 
scale test as a bargainer. So far, management 
doesn’t seem too worried. TrafficWorld, a trade 
journal, reported that UPS management is 
“enjoying a lovefest with Hoffa.” It seems certain 
that there will be no repeat of the last contract 
campaign at UPS, which reinvigorated the entire 
labor movement and showed the power of the 
rank and file. 


vA 


attac 


UPS will likely try to gain control of the pension 
plan, as it did in 1997. Other issues will include 
the company’s growing non-union work in logistics 
and technology, and the use of technology to 
track and deskill package car drivers. 


“The UPS contract will be a challenge for all 
Teamsters,” acknowledged Ginsburg. “While Hoffa 
has promised to negotiate a strong UPS contract, 
he does things behind closed doors and from top 
down. The folks in the reform movement will be 
fighting on the front lines for a strong UPS 
contract.” 


Published in collaboration with Labor Notes. ‘Labor 
Notes' is a monthly magazine based in Detroit, 
USA. We are committed to reforming and 
revitalizing the labor movement. We report news 
about the labor movement that you won't find 
anywhere else. News about grassroots labor 
activity, innovative organizing tactics, 
international labor struggles, immigrant workers, 
and problems that some union leaders would 
rather keep quiet. Subscribe and receive a copy of 
‘Labor Notes' in your mailbox! Subscription 
information can be found at our website at 
www.labornotes.org 





Land, work and democracy 


By Marco’ Bersani, ATTAC-Italia; Luciano 
Muhlbauer , Cobas union; Gianni  Fabbris, 
Altragricoltura 


While the bombings of Afghanistan continue, and 
a climate of global and permanent war is installing 
itself, which is the way in which neoliberalism tries 
to answer the serious economic recession and the 
vertical fall of the consensus on which it is based, 
the EU is close to the conclusion of a process, 
started in Nice with the "Chart of the fundamental 
rights of the European citizen", and that will reach 
its conclusion by the formulation of a European 
Constitution on December the 14th, in Brussels. 


We were already so many to contest the chart of 
fundamental rights in Nice, in December 2000, 
that in substance constitutes a step backwards 
and jeopardizes the rights acquired by the people 
in every country (labour rights, unemployment 
subsidies, public health service, right to education, 
etc..). 


Besides, could we imagine a better symbol of 
where Europe is going to than that train, blocked 
for two days at the franco-italian border, in 
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Vintimiglia, depriving people from their right to 
express themselves freely ? 


Today, one year later, the situation is far worse: 
Europe is at war, and the States of the Union are 
approving legislations that impose severe 
restrictions on the citizen's right, the right for 
freedom of expression and for democracy. 


The European governments, despite the massive 
mobilisations against the lack of democratic 
debate and the social exclusion that burdens on 
the European process (Koln, Nice, Goteborg), 
continue their path towards a Europe of 
technocrats, without taking into account proposals 
for “another Europe", that originated in the 
movements and social organisations of all the 
member countries. 


They want a liberal Europe, in which financial 
capital and goods can circulate freely; where the 
workers are not enjoying rights but are merely 
"human resources", competing against each 
other; where the environment, the earth and the 
food are "resources for development", or rather 
goods for the agro-business. 


They want Europe to be a stronghold, closed to 
the circulation and the hopes of immigrants, and 
closed to the dissent and horizons from a diverse 
world that could develop inside its borders. 


They want Europe at war for the control of the 
world's energetic resources, which allows the 
continuation of a model of development that is 
unsustainable from an ecological and social point 
of view. 


But there is another Europe, the one from the 
movements against globalization, neoliberalism, 
that grew in the lat years, thanks to the 
mobilisations of the people, and that carries 
proposals for a Europe of the people, and not of 
the transnational companies. 


It is the Europe of the farmers' movements, who 
contest the CAP (Commune Agricultural Policy) 
which produces hunger and which forces daily 600 
agricultural businesses to close down, ruined by 
the choices of the prophets of economic liberalism 
who impose a kind of agriculture that exhaust 
natural resources and transforms the food in a 
danger for the consumers. 


It is the Europe of the workers who contest that 
massive unemployment, precarity of wages, work 
and life are the only possible horizons, in a 
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scenario were the right to work has become a 
"duty" of proving your ability to be employed, or 
better to be useful, because deprived of all the 
acquired rights. 


It is Europe of the citizens who demand real and 
participatory democracy, who ask for the 
preeminence of politics on economics, who defend 
as non negotiable common property water, health, 
education, public services and social rights. 


This is the Europe that we want to bring forward 
to Brussels in December, especially now that with 
the ongoing war, there is a tendency towards an 
acceleration of privatizations of all the public 
assets, while silencing the disaccording voices and 
the spaces for contestation. 


We believe that after the huge mobilization of 
Rome on November 8/10, with the anti-liberalism 
forum, and the massive protest "against 
economic, social and military war", the Italian 
movement has shown maturity in its proposals 
and a capacity to bring forward a_ larger 
consensus, of great potential importance: 
Bruxelles could become the next step on a path 
which, due to the importance of its contents, and 
the multiplicity of its actors, should find in Europe 
a space where to bring the mobilization against 
war and where to make transformations. 


Another Europe is possible ! 


Marco Bersani from  ATTAC-Italia, Luciano 
Muhlbauer from the Cobas union, Gianni Fabbris 
from Altragricoltura (another agriculture) 

More information www.attac. it and 


Italia@attac.org 


Translation: Francois-Xavier Bocquet, volunteer 
translator coorditrad@attac.org 





Request for Support 
Argentina Request for support 


The National Front Against Poverty, which is made 
up of many of the country's social organisations 
with the active participation of ATTAC-Argentina, 
has started a movement aiming for a Popular 
Consultation on Employment and_ Training 
Insurance to take place on 13,14 and 15 
December next. So we are asking all our readers 
to display solidarity and support for this initiative 
by sending the text included below’ to 
argentina@attac.org We shall be very grateful for 
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this collaboration which will be very valuable to 
us. 


Grounds for the initiative 


After more than _ thirty-five months of 
uninterrupted recession which has brought the 
social sector of our country to a state of collapse, 
in a situation where external debt is on the verge 
of forcing the national economy to cease payment, 
the failure of the neoliberal model in the task of 
organising our society has become abundantly 
clear. 


The consequences of this growing crisis are clear 
to see; 14 million poor, 7 million people with 
employment problems, collapse of industrialisation 
and bankruptcy of tens of thousands of small and 
medium-sized urban and rural undertakings and 
the manifest paralysis of the internal mass 
market. 


Faced with this situation of increasing 
concentration of wealth, a progressive 
redistribution of income is becoming a priority. For 
this purpose the Popular Consultation Movement 
proposes to implement through Employment and 
Training Insurance a payment of 380 pesos for 
unemployed heads of families (men or women) 
and the establishment of a universal allocation of 
60 pesos per child to ensure that no Argentine 
family lives in conditions of poverty. 


Recently the effects of the present government's 
rapidly increasing weakness together with the 
current political vacuum have become only too 
clear, as witnessed by the inability of the 
designated public institutions to confront and 
resolve the prevailing social situation which 
merely aggravates the effects of the sustained 
economic and social crisis. 


In this context which confirms that Argentina's 
central problem is the choice between democracy 
and "adjustment", the Popular Consultation 
Movement maintains that permanent 
democratisation of society is the essential 
condition for making a more just process for the 
redistribution of incomes and wealth feasible . 


Towards this end , with the object of setting limits 
to the practices of the dominant sectors which 
have unleashed the process of social decline and 
impoverishment through which we are passing, we 
believe it is essential to guarantee a clear, 
organised and independent declaration from the 
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community itself. This is the route that Popular 
Consultation proposes to pursue. clear statement 


Popular Consultation is the strategy we have 
adopted so that we Argentinians can resolve the 
crisis in a manner different from that which the 
sectors of power wish to impose on us as the sole 
alternative. We propose a mass exercise of direct 
democracy organising and guaranteeing an 
unfettered declaration by the community itself by 
holding a popular consultation at national level. 


Only by advancing the process of democratisation 
will we be able to set bounds to the practices of 
the dominant sectors. 


To this end, the Popular Consultation 


- is restoring an existing device which has been 
used with success in other countries - the 
Uraguayan people checked the _ privatisation 
process by means of a plebiscite - and in the 
Argentine, although this exists as a consitutional 
form of appeal it has not yet been put into 
operation . 


- is claiming that voting should be the result of 
collective and organised action throughout the 
country, where direct democracy and the income 
distribution should determine the reasoning and 
the motive for the vote. 


- iS proposing a major change of direction in 
political operation; opening up the possibility of 
constructing a field where the citizen presence can 
be mobilised and organised in pursuit of a priority 
crucial for our country. 


- is seeking to alter the traditionally prevailing 
procedure for selecting "new representatives" so 
that we are called on to involve those represented 
in the task of clearly and_ constitutionally 
strengthening the route towards politics and 
democracy. 


To sum up, the proposal of the Popular 
Consultation Movement supports citizen 
participation to fill the scene the ruling 


sectors claim to be setting up which is void of all 
perspective. 


The National Promotional Executive of the Front 
Against Poverty, Buenos Aires 


ARGENTINA 
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As a member of the international network, ATTAC, 
| share the objectives which constitute the basis 
for the proposal of the National Front Against 
Poverty and I support the planned consultation , 
considering that this seeks to restore the 
inalienable values which have been repeatedly 
infringed in the world such as democracy, self- 
respect, popular participation, human rights and 
the desire for acceptable living conditions and that 
the model of neoliberal globalisation is denying 
more and more extensively rejecting sectors of 
the Argentine people. 


Signature(...) Organisation of which a member (..,) 
Town (..) Country (..) To be sent to 
argentina@attac.org 





Alert 


Protest Tanzanian Government Attack on Activists 
Investigating Murders at World Bank-Supported 
Gold Mine 


[based on information provided by MiningWatch 
Canada, Center for International Environmental 
Law (U.S.), Corner House (U.K.) and Bretton 
Woods Project (U.K.)] 


The Tanzanian police on Saturday arrested two 
men and issued a warrant for the arrest of the 
third who have been pressing for an international 
investigation of allegations of forcible evictions 
and killings at Bulyanhulu in Tanzania in August of 
1996. This alert calls for protests to the World 
Bank and the Tanzanian government. 


The mine is insured by the Multilateral Insurance 
Guaranty Agency (MIGA), a branch of the World 
Bank Group which provides "political risk 
insurance" to corporations. MIGA has itself been 
the subject of a shut-down campaign waged by 
Friends of the Earth, the 50 Years Is Enough 
Network, and others (the U.S. Congress _ is 
expected to vote soon on a bill that would cut all 
U.S. funding for the Agency). The attitude of MIGA 
management in this case -- total support for 
Barrick Gold's denial of any wrongdoing and 
opposition to a full investigation -- illustrates the 
Agency's role as a publicly-supported advocate for 
corporate interests at the expense of the very 
people the World Bank claims to prioritize. 


On Saturday November 24th, Mr. Rugemeleza 
Nshala, President of the Lawyers’ Environmental 
Action Team (LEAT), and Augustine Mrema, the 
National Chairman of the Tanzanian Labour Party, 
were taken from their homes and charged with 
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sedition. A warrant has been issued for the arrest 
of LEAT lawyer Tundu Lissu, who is out of the 
country. 


As of the time of writing, Mr. Rugemeleza has 
been freed on bail, but must report daily to a 
police station. Mr. Mrema is under house arrest in 
hospital. The police also searched -- ransacked, 
really -- the homes of all three. In what would 
appear to be an infringement of lawyer-client 
privilege, the police have apparently seized 
evidence given to LEAT by its clients the families 
of the small scale miners. 


BACKGROUND 


LEAT is a Tanzanian NGO which has been actively 
investigating the alleged killing of at least 62 gold 
miners, illegal evictions and destruction of 
livelihoods when the Bulyanhulu site was cleared 
of artisanal miners in August 1996. Reports 
indicate that anywhere from 30,000 to 40,000 
small scale miners and their families were forcibly 
evicted at that time. Attorney Lissu alleges that 
the evictions were done precipitously, in defiance 
of a High Court injunction and with a great deal of 
violence, causing the 62 deaths. 


The company that claimed the mining concessions 
in the area at the time was Kahama Mining 
Corporation Limited, a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Sutton Resources, a Canadian company. In March 
1999, Barrick Gold Corporation, based in Toronto, 
acquired all the Sutton shares -- including KMCL -- 
for $500 million. MIGA and Canada's Export 
Development Corporation (EDC) cover 99.5% of 
the project through political risk insurance. The 
sample letter to the President of the World Bank 
Group (below) includes further serious concerns 
about MIGA's involvement with Bulyanhulu. 


KMCL, former Sutton directors and Barrick deny 
that any of this happened and say that the miners 
were there illegally, that the evictions were 
"closely supervised and closely scrutinized, and 
that representatives of the police, government and 
the companies observed the whole process." They 
say that the evacuation process was "legal, 
peaceful and without incident." They do not 
dispute that only a few miners received any 
compensation at all. 


In July, Barrick Gold sent Kent Thomson (a 
corporate lawyer) to Bulyanhulu to investigate on 
their behalf. Barrick and former Sutton directors 
accuse LEAT and other NGOs in Tanzania and 
Canada of making "false and scandalous claims," 
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and have claimed they are raising the issues to 
generate funding. 


On September 27, 2001, MiningWatch Canada, 
the NGO Working Group on _ the_- Export 
Development Corporation (Canada), and the 
Council of Canadians held a joint press conference 
to publicly release a video of the removal of small 
scale miners in Bulyanhulu in August 1996. The 
groups called for an independent international 
inquiry into the nature of the removals. The 
names and the pit numbers of 56 persons who 
LEAT says died during the evictions were 
published in the Tanzanian papers on the same 
day. 


RECENT PUBLICITY IN TANZANIA 


The raids follow wide publicity in the Tanzanian 
press of LEAT's investigation of the Bulyanhulu 
case. On Monday, November 19th, LEAT held a 
press conference in which it reiterated its call for 
an international commission of inquiry to 
investigate the alleged killings at Bulyanhulu in 
1996. 


The conference came a week after LEAT wrote to 
the Director of Criminal Investigation telling him 
that it did not think the police force had any moral 
authority to re-investigate the killings given their 
alleged complicity in the crimes. It had also 
declined to hand over the police videotape which it 
had obtained unless and until the police provided 
the information it claimed was available that 
disproved the allegations of the killings. 


Saturday's police raids are clearly an attempt to 
intimidate LEAT into silence. The arrests constitute 
a serious violation of Mr. Rugemeleza's, Mr. 
Mraeme's and Mr. Lissu's human rights and we 
join LEAT in urging that the Government of 
Tanzania takes immediate steps to drop the 
charges. 


LEAT has urgently requested international 
solidarity, asking all to press the demands that all 
charges against Mr. Nshala, Mr. Lissu, Mr. Mrema 
and all others arrested in relation to this case be 
dropped immediately, that LEAT's legal status be 
protected, and that an independent commission of 
inquiry into the Bulyanhulu allegations be set up 
immediately. 


Below are two sample letters, one to World Bank 
President James Wolfensohn, and the other to the 
Tanzanian Embassy (we have included the address 
and fax for the embassy in the U.S. in our letter, 
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with addresses for the U.K. and Canada following). 
Please take action ASAP. 


James Wolfensohn, President The World Bank 
Group 1818 H Street, NW Washington, DC 20433 
Fax: 202/522-0355 


Dear Mr. Wolfensohn, 


RE: Bulyanhulu Gold Mine, Tanzania: Arrest of 
LEAT lawyer 


| wish to express my grave concern at the arrest 
on Saturday night of Mr. Rugemeleza Nshala, 
President of the Lawyers’ Environmental Action 
Team (LEAT) and of Mr. Augustine Mrema, 
Chairman of the Tanzanian Labor Party. LEAT is a 
Tanzanian NGO _ which has_ been actively 
investigating allegations of widespread human 
rights abuses associated with the MIGA-backed 
Bulyanhulu Gold Mine in Tanzania. Specifically, 
LEAT has been investigating allegations of mass 
killings, illegal evictions and destruction of 
livelihoods, when the site was cleared of artisanal 
miners in August 1996. I understand that Mr. 
Nshala has been released on bail but is required to 
report daily to the Dar es Salaam Central Police 
Station. | also understand that he is facing 
sedition charges. The police also searched the 
house of Mr. Tundu Lissu, a lawyer with LEAT who 
has been speaking on this matter internationally, 
including in Washington with MIGA staff. All 
indications are that the police would have arrested 
Mr. Lissu had he been in the country. In the 
course of these raids, the police reportedly seized 
evidence given to LEAT by its clients - the families 
of the small-scale miners. 


The arrests and raids follow LEAT's recent efforts 
on the Bulyanhulu case. Two weeks ago, LEAT 
wrote to the Director of Criminal Investigation, 
expressing its view that the police did not have 
any moral authority to re-investigate the killings, 
given their alleged complicity in the crimes. LEAT 
also declined to hand over the police videotape of 
the events that it had obtained, until the police 
provided the information they claimed disproved 
the allegations of the killings. 


Last Monday (November 19th), LEAT held a press 
conference in which it reiterated its call for an 
international commission of inquiry to investigate 
the alleged killings at Bulyanhulu, a call that has 
received support from respected non- 
governmental organizations around the world. 
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The arrest of Mr. Rugemeleza raises further 
serious doubts about MIGA's involvement in the 
project. LEAT and other NGOs have already drawn 
MIGA's attention to apparent major failures in the 
application of MIGA's due diligence procedures 
with respect to Bulyanhulu. Although the 
clearances and alleged killings being investigated 
by LEAT took place prior to MIGA's direct 
involvement, ownership of the land from which, 
according to local sources, as many as 600,000 
artisanal miners were evicted was disputed and a 
court injunction was in place forbidding the 
evictions. No compensation or _ alternative 
resettlement of the artisanal miners was provided. 
As such, the evictions appear to have been in 
direct contravention of MIGA policies as well as 
with the laws of Tanzania. Indeed, there is thus a 
strong case that MIGA's resettlement policies 
should have been applied to the project since 
those who had been evicted still had a claim to the 
land at the time that MIGA became involved. 
MIGA not only failed to apply its resettlement 
policies but also appears to have taken at face 
value claims by the company that the evictions 
were "peaceful". Evidence available at the time 
directly challenged this view and a MIGA official 
has since admitted in an email that the evictions 
were "forceful" and "swift". 


| join LEAT in demanding that all charges against 
Mr. Nshala, Mr. Lissu, Mr. Mrema and all others 
arrested in relation to this case be dropped, that 
the NGO status of LEAT be protected, and that an 
independent commission of inquiry into the 
Bulyanhulu allegations be set up immediately. 


The police raid appears to be an attempt to 
intimidate LEAT and other proponents of the 
commission of inquiry into silence. The arrest and 
raidS appear to constitute a serious violation of 
the fundamental human right to free speech, a 
free press, and to unfettered participation in the 
political process. Given that they relate directly to 
LEAT's investigation of a MIGA-backed project, | 
believe that the World Bank should intervene with 
the Tanzanian authorities. | ask that you, as 
President of the World Bank Group and MIGA, use 
your office to ensure that Mr. Rugemeleza's, Mr. 
Lissu's and the others' human rights are protected 
and that LEAT's right to investigate the Bulyanhulu 
case - and to publicize its findings - is ensured. 


Sincerely, 
Ambassador Mustafa S. Nyang'anyi Embassy of 


Tanzania 2139 R Street, N.W. Washington, DC 
20008 Fax: (202) 797-7408 
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Dear Ambassador Nyang'anyi: 
RE: Bulyanhulu Gold Mine: Arrest of LEAT lawyer 


| wish to express my grave concern at the arrest 
on Saturday night of Mr. Rugemeleza Nshala, 
President of the Lawyers’ Environmental Action 
Team (LEAT) and of Mr. Augustine Mrema, 
Chairman of the Tanzanian Labor Party. LEAT is a 
Tanzanian NGO _ which has_ been actively 
investigating allegations of widespread human 
rights abuses associated with the MIGA-backed 
Bulyanhulu Gold Mine in Tanzania. Specifically, 
LEAT has been investigating allegations of mass 
killings, illegal evictions and destruction of 
livelihoods, when the site was cleared of artisanal 
miners in August 1996. | understand that Mr. 
Nshala has been released on bail but is required to 
report daily to the Dar es Salaam Central Police 
Station. | also understand that he is facing 
sedition charges. The police also searched the 
house of Mr. Tundu Lissu, a lawyer with LEAT who 
has been speaking on this matter internationally. 
All indications are that the police would have 
arrested Mr. Lissu had he been in the country. In 
the course of these raids, the police reportedly 
seized evidence given to LEAT by its clients - the 
families of the small-scale miners. 


The arrests and raids follow LEAT's recent efforts 
on the Bulyanhulu case. Two weeks ago, LEAT 
wrote to the Director of Criminal Investigation, 
expressing its view that the police did not have 
any moral authority to re-investigate the killings, 
given their alleged complicity in the crimes. LEAT 
also declined to hand over the police videotape of 
the events that it had obtained, until the police 
provided the information they claimed disproved 
the allegations of the killings. 


Meeting ATTAC worldwide. 


page 11(11) 


Last Monday (November 19th), LEAT held a press 
conference in which it reiterated its call for an 
international commission of inquiry to investigate 
the alleged killings at Bulyanhulu, a call that has 
received support from respected non- 
governmental organizations around the world. 


| join LEAT in demanding that all charges against 
Mr. Nshala, Mr. Lissu, Mr. Mrema and all others 
arrested in relation to this case be dropped, that 
the NGO status of LEAT be protected, and that an 
independent commission of inquiry into the 
Bulyanhulu allegations be set up immediately. 


The police raid appears to be an attempt to 
intimidate LEAT and other proponents of the 
commission of inquiry into silence. The arrest and 
raids appear to constitute a serious violation of 
the fundamental human right to free speech, a 
free press, and to unfettered participation in the 
political process. | ask that you convey to the 
Tanzanian government my demand that Mr. 
Rugemeleza's, Mr. Lissu's and the others’ human 
rights are protected and that LEAT's right to 
investigate the Bulyanhulu case - and to publicize 
its findings - is ensured. 


Sincerely, 


Tanzanian High Commissioner (Ambassador) in 
the U.K.: H.E. Ambassador M. P. Kaducha 
Embassy of the United Republic of Tanzania 43, 
Hertford Street, London W1J 7DB Fax: 0207 491 
9321 


Tanzanian High Commissioner (Ambassador) in 
Canada: Dr. Ben Moses High Commissioner to 
Canada United Republic of Tanzania 50 Range 
Road Ottawa, Ontario K1N 8J]4 


If you are interested in one of these rendezvous please click on http://attac.org/rdv/ Then select 
the country in which it will take place to find further information. 





Wednesday 28 : AUSTRIA: WIEN - ST VALENTIN / ESPANA: MADRID / FRANCE: PARIS 11 - JUVISY SUR 
ORGE - PARIS 13 / SVERIGE : UPPSALA - SODERTOM - VARBERG 


Thursday 29 : BELGIQUE BELGIE : HUY / FRANCE: CHARLEVILLE MEZIERES - |EP BORDEAUX - TOULOUSE / 


NORGE : NESODDEN / SVERIGE : OREBRO 


Saturday 01: DEUTSCHLAND: HANNOVER / F - RANCE: PARIS 11 - THIONVILLE / ITALIA: FROSINONE / 


SVERIGE: GOTEBORG 


Sunday 02 : FRANCE: PARIS 11 / ITALIA: BRESCIA - FROSINONE 
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Monday 03 : AUSTRIA: WIEN / FRANCE: PERTUIS - BAGNOLS - RENNES / SVERIGE : ALINGSAS 


Tuesday 04: FRANCE: PARIS 11 - PARIS 15 - LOUVIERS - NANCY - NANTES - GRENOBLE - ALES - 


CHATELLERAULT - JUSSIEU / ITALIA : BOLOGNA / NORGE : ROMERIKE / SUISSE SCHWEIZ : LAUSANNE / 
SVERIGE : UPPSALA - OREBRO 


Wednesday 05: AUSTRIA: WIEN / DEUTSCHLAND: FRANKFURT-MAIN / FRANCE: PARIS 11 - CAEN - LA 


ROCHETTE - RENNES - VICHY - TOULOUSE - VOIRON - ROYAN - LA CIOTAT - CACHAN / SVERIGE : 
SJ UHARAD - NORRKOPING 


